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resignation  of  the  cabinet,  and  lie  did  so,  being 
confirmed  by  the  crown  in  his  ministerial  powers 
with  the  personnel  and  policy  of  the  cabinet  un- 
changed. 

Senor  C'anovas  was  the  author  of  numerous 
books  on  moral  and  political  science,  of  a History 
of  the  House  of  Austria,  which  is  in  high  repute, 
and  a History  of  the  Decline  of  Spain  from  the  Ac- 
cession of  Philip  III.  t)  the  death  of  Charles  II., 
which  ranks  favorably  among  works  of  its  class. 
Under  the  title  El  Sobtario  he  published  a mono- 
graph dedicated  to  one  of  his  uncles,  Estebanes 
Cakleion.  Of  his  literary  studies  the  one  of  most 
general  interest  is  a volume  on  the  contemporary 
Spanish  theatre,  which  appeared  in  1880.  He  had 
received  the  insignia  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Eagle 
from  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  the  Grand  Cross 
of  die  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Sword  from  the 
*King  of  Portugal,  and  the  Golden  Fleece  from  the 
King  of  Spain.  In  his  private  life  he  was  a loyal, 
cherished  friend;  his  marriage  with  a daughter  of 
the  noble  house  of  Sotomayor  followed  a courtship 
of  fifteen  years. 

•Blind  Tom  " in  Retirement New  York  Sun 

“What  has  become  of  Blind  Tom?” 

This  question  is  often  asked  by  old  theatre-goers 
who  remember  the  days  before  the  war,  when  the 
gifted  musical  idiot  was  the  star  attraction  in  ly- 
ceunis,  town  halls,  and  lecture  rooms,  with  which 
the  simpler  tastes  of  most  amusement-seekers  of 
those  times  were  satisfied.  Tom  was  only  a lad 
then,  the  slave  of  a Georgia  planter,  and  his  mental 
weakness,  together  with  his  blindness,  served  to  in- 
crease the  interest  of  those  who  saw  and  heard  this 
ignorant  little  fellow,  with  unerring  touch,  draw 
from  the  pianoforte  its  sweetest  and  most  melodious 
strains  as  well  as  its  grandest  and  most  solemn 
harmonies. 

The  question  as  to  Blind  Tom’s  whereabouts  can 
be  answered  best  by  a tall,  broad-shouldered,  neatly- 
dressed  colored  man,  whose  gray  hair  and  sightless 
eyes  increase  the  impressiveness  of  his  appearance, 
in  a comfortable  cottage  at  the  Highlands  of  Nave- 
sink,  on  the  New  Jersey  side  of  the  lower  New  York 
bay.  This  elderly  colored  man  is  the  Blind  Tom  of 
to-dav,  and  for  several  years  he  has  lived  there  in 
ease  and  comfort  with  his  guardian,  Mrs.  Eliza 
Lerche,  who  was  appointed  ten  years  ago  bv  Justice 
Andrews,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  committee  of 
the  person  and  property  of  the  musician.  She  was 
then  the  widow  of  John  > G.  Bethune,  who  had 
charge  of  Blind  'Tom  'for  many  years,  and  the 
"Id  man  was  given  into  her  care  only  after  a long 
legal  struggle  with  her  father-in-law,  James  N. 
bethune.  v 

When  Mrs.  Bethune  took  charge  of  Tom  she 
'"und  that  his  popularity  as  a public  attraction  had 
greatly  waned,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
before  the  public  many  years,  and  that  his  former 
managers  had  made  all  the  money  they  could  out 
"t  the  peculiar  musical  talent  of  the  simple-minded 
' "lored  man  without  preserving  his  value  as  an  at- 
traction by  replacing  his  worn-out  repertoire  with 
"'"re  modern  musical  pieces.  Tom  was  also  get- 
°1(1.  and  was  physically  worn  out  by  the  night 
■mb  day  travel  consequent  on  one-night-stand  per- 


formances.. Me  had  been  handed  over  to  Mrs.  Be- 
thune with  no  money  and  no  property,  personal  or 
otherwise,  out  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars which  he  had  earned  during  the  previous  quar- 
ter of  a century.  So  it  was  necessary  to  keep  him 
at  work  a while  longer  to  provide  for  his  future 
maintenance  in  case  he  became  disabled  by  age  or 
infirmities,  and  also  to  enable  him  to  take  care  of  his 
old  mother,  who  was  still. alive  in  one  of  the  South- 
ern states,  and  who  looked  to  Tom  for  support. 

About  three  years  ago  Mrs.  Bethune,  who  was 
then  Mrs.  Lerche,  having  married  Albrecht  (. 
Lerche,  the  lawyer  who  had  fought  her  legal  battles 
in  the  courts,  had  saved  enough  money  to  warrant 
the  temporary  withdrawal  of  Blind  Turn  from  the 
amusement  world,  so  that  he  migliL^co^cf'  his 
health,  and,  at  the  same  time,  familiarize  himself 
with  modern  musical  compositions. 

lorn  enjoys  his  long  rest,  after  so  many  years  of 
incessant  travel  and  work.  He  docs  very  little  vis- 
iting among  his  neighbors  and  receives  few  callers 
at  his  cottage.  He  finds  sufficient  companionship 
in  his  piano.  He  passes  hours  at  a time  at  the 
piano,  playing  his  old  pieces  and  practicing  new 
ones.  Occasionally  he  attempts  improvisation, 
but  even  then  the  imitative  faculty  predominates,  as 
the  notes  he  picks  out  are  usually  the  reproductions 
of  sounds  that  he  has  heard.  His  best  effort  in  this 
line  was  a piece  entitled,  What  the  Wind  and  the 
Waves  1 old  I om,  in  which  he  imitated  the 
whistling  of  the  wind,  the  roaring  of  the  waves,  the 
howling  storm  and  the  crash  of  thunder. 

When  not  at  the  piano  Tom  amuses  himself  by 
imitating  the  small  talk  of  women  and  other  visitors 
to  the  Lerche  cottage.  He  holds  imaginary  recep- 
tions, at  which  the  weather,  new  styles  in  dresses 
and  like  topics  are  discussed  by  the  imaginary  visit- 
ors, as  imitated  by  lorn,  in  a way  that  is  very  comi- 
cal, but  he  will  not  do  it  if  he  knows  there  is  am 
one  listening  to  him. 

In  spite  of  his  advanced  years  and  his  reserved, 
formal  demeanor  in  company,  Tom  is  merely  an 
overgrown  child,  and  has  to  be  carefully  watched 
by  a male  nurse,  specially  hired  for  that  purpose. 
Fie  has  all  the  selfishness  of  a spoiled  child,  and  is 
jealous  of  any  attention  paid  to  any  one  else  in  his 
presence.  He  has  little  natural  affection,  and  cares 
only  for  those  who  minister  directly  to  his  wants. 
He  is  willing  that  his  mother  should  be  taken  care 
of  out  of  the  money  he  has  earned,  but  he  does  not 
wish  to  have  her  or  his  brother  and  sisters  near 
him,  for  fear  that  they  may  annoy  him  or  prevent 
his-  being  the  sole  object  of  the  attentions  of  those 
around  him.  With  the  exception  of  this  childlike 
selfishness,  Blind  1 om  is  extremely  moral  and  re- 
ligious in  his  habits  and  disposition.  He  never  eats 
without  first  offering  a prayer,  and  on  Sundavs 
will  play  only  church  music  on  the  piano.  He  will 
have  nothing  to  do  with  any  one  who  drinks  liquor, 
and  will  quickly  order  from  the  room  any  person 
who  uses  profane  or  improper  language  in  his  pres- 
ence. He  is  usually  very  polite,  but  cannot  abide  a 
bore,  and  when  a member  of  the  long-winded  fra- 
ternity tries  to  make  him  a victim  of  his  talk,  the  1 ig 
blind  man  brings  his  tormentor  up  with  a round 
turn  by  saying,  very  abruptly.  "Well.  now.  I 
have  talked  long  enough.  Good-by !" 
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